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ot soldiers 
Co 58, “ The 
ne fifty-five years 
me -and-a-half inches, 
pwast nd weighed over 
three .. & hile the youngest, I 
John Hillier, yu..v., age , twenty-two, meas- 


{ured six feet three inches, and wejghed two 
} hundred and fifty pounds. The five others | 
! varied in size and weight between those two. | 
In addition to these gigantic proportions, the 
| Hilliers were possessed of enormous physical 
(strength and the most dauntless courage. 
| Though often before engaged in skirmishes, 
i this was the first time they were to take 
j part in a battle, and of course the rést of the 
army were anxious to know how they would 
behave. 

| John,” said General Morgan to the elder 
Hillier, who, with his sons, was eating a 
hasty and frugal meal from off a fallen tree, 
“1 suppose you and your brave boys would 
eather fight together than to be separated.” 
..“ Yes, General,” said the patriot, “I think 
‘we would be of much more service to You 

nd our noble cause when united than when 

parted.” 

‘“ Well, John,” rejoined General Morgan, 
“we'll have some warm work in the morning, 
and Iam going to give you and your lads 
here the most dangerous position in the battle. 
| To-morrow, yor shall bear the first standard | 
b int@lithe fight, and I know that the glorious | 
banner of our country can not be’ placed in 
better hands.” 

* Thank you, General, thank you for the 
| compliment, and I and my lads will promise 
you this, that while we can stand and figut, 
or kneel and fight, you’ll see them Stars and 
Stripes floating.” , 

* ~ hen, as time is pressing move w to the 

; ed Morgan, gatherin 
rein, id slowly riding away ; ‘and remem-| 
ber,” he coutinued, as his steed pranced' 
along, impatient or the curb, “I shall keer 
my eyes on ‘the Little Regiment!” Goo 
night.” 
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! night, General,’ and thus the 
parted. ’ 
The still hours of the nig ™t passed s}n., 
solemnly on. Presently, as the sun ean 
fully above the horizon, lh 
glowing beams over the icy hillocks, an 
along the field, the trumpet’s shrill » 
ed the enemy’s advance, and the patriot baud 
| prepared for the onset. 

In front of and a little ap» 

Morgan's force were John rial lic anc 
giant sons, the father himself beari 

v@ flag, while the latter ranged. themselves, | 

y ee og each side of him, as a guard. 

“ li done, ‘ Little Reviment,” exclaimed 
Ineral, as he rade down the line. en- 
ng his men to “ténd firm before iP 

. Y’ 10 Were at this time rapidlpenproac “ 
am. 

*, Stame Tarleton and his merciless Uuic 

$th that steady coolnees and veteran de- 
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@ruiination which always have such a fatal 
sifect upon militia: Anxiously Morgan 
glanced upon his undisciplined f wy ch | 
He noticed was already begin ~" gay 


from side to side and ‘eck and fortn: it | 
ever at this moment be wae usable to i. press 
the thrill of joy which passed through him as 
| he beheld the Hilliers, at a word from thei 
ser coollyand deliberately draw theirlon , 


‘the saddle 


“ Would to God that I had a hundred 
‘Little Regiments,” he said, between 
closed teeth, * I would ”— é. 
as unfinished, for at this 


sue i 
fi 


This sentence 
instant, ut a signal, ‘1. m’s troops, clap- 
ping spurs to their steeds, cherged ~ ! fear- 
ful fury. ) 


For a moment or so the militia tottered and 


-| surged and struggled, and then breaking, fled! © ,'he vroup therefore continuew ar 
in wild confusion, thus leaving the devoted dying man, who revived so far as 
Morgan expected 'to} himself on his elbow, and exelarm; 


Hilliers unsupported. 
see the latter swept to the earth and, ridden 


down like reeds before the tempest ; but even/ flag forever !”” 


he did not know the “Little Regiment.” 
In a voice that was clearly heard above the 
din of battle, the elder Hillier, as he raised 
himself to his full height, shouted ; 

“ Close up, lads, close up! Our flag! our 
flag forever !” 

Instantly he was,encircled bv his sons, the 
hereuldau exertions of whom) actually Kept’ 
the whole force of the enemy at bay. De-} 
termined, however, to take tha rebel standard, 
Tarloton’s men raged wildly about their in- 
tended victims.” Men and horses sank to the | 


Sh eee 


learth, till at last their bodies fofmed a ram-. 


part behind which the ‘‘ Little Regiment,” : 
wounded and bleeding, fought like lions. 
Seeing at last that sabres were useless, a 
British dragoon now drew a pistol, and level- 
ing it at the young Jobn ‘Hillier, shot him 
through the heart. , 

* Close up, lads, close up! Our*flag! our” 
fiag forever !” again thundered the father, and 
the fearful circle was once more serried and 
unbroken. 

By this time Morgan had succeeded in 
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| bringing up his regulars, and heading them 


himself, he rushed to the rescue of the noble 
Hilliers. But, alas! too late. A second of 
the Little Regiment fell, then a third, and a 
fourth and a fifth. 

“ Back to back, Ned! -Ourflag forever 
hoarsely commanded the eld>r Hillier, as he 
saw his fifth son sink at his 

For awhile Morgan’s fierce 
Tarleton’s men. Li«e tigers-did the patriotic 
commander and his hr *~. ‘en strive! to 
cut their way to 1, * heroesy |) 
and save them;.5, & "yer-| 
wise, and the last sug» " 
left alone in the mi¢,.. 
ants, $ “ay 

“till, however, 
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assault atracted 


~ 


u 


‘ 
se 


5 qaile 
%,¥ @ 
Oy 


% flag Aoated proudly 
, the doomed heru, ana | that glorious 
sword swept below its folds, a». *<still, as 
trenzy took the place of reason, Hilie: Sont-, 
2¢ in wild, hoarse tones : Vers 

* Slese up, lads, close up! 


Our flag! «iy 
.- | 


flag jorever !”” “ ; 
J) &@ moment the giant patriot raised himis | 
self to bi foil height, whirle@his sword ale‘(;) 
and lelivered his last vengeful stroke smongh 
his «.smies, one of whonr he -clove nearly 


Suvh was the force of the blow 
tiat the blade snaped asunder, léaving only 
the silt in the hero’s hand, who, casting this 
from him, sprang up, seized the starry banner 

he iad so-long and bravely defended, amd | 
euvulsively wrapping.it around him, sank b+ 
beneath a shower of blows, exclaiming, with | 
a dying voice : 


' Close wp, lads} elose up! Our flag! our 


flag’ forever |” 


Unable to tes, the 
en man, the british turned their attena 
tion todseneral Morgan, who, afterma desper= 
ate resistanee, was forced towfly. In the 


course of the pursuit, however, the enemy | ~ 


fell into irvetrievable disorder, ‘and, ever on the |) 
alert, Morgan, taking, advantage of this, ral- 
lied his broken force, and. charging the 


_ 
rotted them, thus rée-witning the vi 
which hethad so signallydosti . ” 
His first thought after feat of the’ 


enemy turned upon the bravé, 
‘rounded by their victimsylay the seve 
eigantic Hilliers, about the eldest of whom 

still wrapped tue colors’ which had Leen 
committed to his care in the mornin 
riddled and torn with bullets, and 
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fi bout the falls}! ; ~ 
trom abou 1e fall ~ When, floating along like a wingéd song, 


ed Hilliers,. ¢ 


i 


“As Morgan gazed upon the silen” tori 
his feet, tears gathered in his eyes, § 


the words “ Bury them side by 
«OF * u >t remove the flag fro 
Jcha ,“ivisa. s shroud and ah 


* he -vas about . «5 aint, whe 
exclaimed: 


lives! he lives!” 
*“€lose up, lads, close up} ur! 


This was his last effort, 
cally drawing his spangled_and blo 
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shroud closely around him, sar 
earth a corpse. a ) 

Rasessage fh hag 

Strange is the mareh we tres }, , 

And strange the notes that more 4 sou 


By some bright presence led, 
We struggle, in the dimness, ‘> the goal, 
Our pathway strewn with dead! 


Sometimes, we eatch a strain ‘ 


That sweetly floats from worlds aor: 
Sometimes, upon earth’s plain, ' 
We wrestle with the angels, till’ a ¢! 
Of sunless light we gain, ae 


And then the path grows dark ; 
The feeble finite gropes its way — 

Up to the white death-mark : 
Shekinah opens into cloudl+-s day— 
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God’s hand has moored thi — goats 
Oh mortal nothingness! 


So little of this little life , 
Werlearn; the soul we dress 

In robe of varied deeds; ended the strife, 
We lay the corse to rest. 


So little of the fire 
That burns in hearts that be 1 
Against our own; we tire 


And faint along life’s eve busy atrest, .. 


Unknown, unsought, expire 
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It seems but yesterday, 
I pressed some flowers to bear to one 
T loved upon its way 


Living ungonscious Maat this woe 
Was written insny lot : Fd 

To love, one day, life in its fullest glow: 
Ti. nextya sandy spot! : 


i> 

So litle of the great - 
Tn nature’s beautiful domain : 

The treasures that await _ 
Tr» fovure sage and bard in earth and main ; 
_Bo little of our fate, 


In the unveiled to come ; 

sy livis of that jand untrod; 
niftrtals frail and dumb ! 

Bring ue unto the infinite, 0 God! 

And take us'to our home. fis 
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. THE LLY DEN TREE. 
Here’s a song for thee; of the Linden Treo ! 
A song of the silken Lime ! 
There is no other tree so pleaseth me, 


No other so fit for rhyme. 


. 


Whe. * was a bo~, it was all my joy 
To rest in its scented shade ; 

Whex. po sum was bigh, and the river nigh 
“A musical murmur made: 


“The traveller-bee woald ‘stop, 
And choose for his bower the lime-tree flower, 
And drink—vo ‘he last sweet drop. i 

. . 
When the erening star stole forth afar, 

And ts flew round and round, 
T rought:for arhyme, beneath the tis. 
Or dreamed 6n the grassy ground. 


‘Ah (years have fled; and the Linden, dead, 
As a brand on the cotter’s floor; 

And the river creeps through its slimy deepa, 
y And -outh—is @ thonght of yoru! 


Yet—they live again, in the dreamer’s brain 
As deeds of le od wror¢ 
Whi pact with » sigh, od 


» die, 
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